 us this is true in this world and in 'tthc' eternity to come;”
Philippians 2:5 exhorts all believers, “Let this mind be
in you, w/iicﬁ was dlso.in Christ Jesus.” In James 4:10

the Bible says, “Humble yourselves in the sight of the

Lord, and he shall lift you up.” First Peter 5:6 promises
_to those who walk in humility that God will exalt them
in due time.::JN HIS TIME. Amen.

WAITING UPON THE LORD

The scriptures reveal that waiting upon the Lord re-

.qui_res the godly attribute of patieri'c‘:c. The Apostle Paul

states in Romans 15:5 that believers serve.a God of pa-

tience. . He writes in JI Corinthians 6:4, “But in all things
approving ourselves as the ministers (servants).of God, in
- MUCH patience.” God prepared Moses in the wilder-

ness for many years prior to his leading the- children of ) ]

Israel out of Egypt. Hebrews Chapters 3 and 4 stress
the great importance of believers coming into a similar
place of confidence and rest in God. This certainly in-
-cludes the learning or developing of patience. Scrip-
ture speaks of overcoming or crucifying the flesh. Vic-
tory must be gained over the selfish, presumptuous ways
of one's.sinful fallen, adamic nature. Romans 5:3 states
_thatitis tribulation in one's life which worketh patience.

~_ This isn't always pleasant, but God's ways are higher

~ than our ways. James 1:3,4 says, “Knowing this, that
. the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let patience

have her perfect work, that ye may be peg"ect and entire,”
‘ wantlrg nothing.” Wamng upon the Lord certainly i in-

volves being led by the Holy Spirit. Romans- 8:14, ”Tor

as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons

" of God.” This is beautifully depicted in Isaiah 40:31, -
“But they <hat wait upon the Lord shall renew their -

. stren‘qtﬁ they shall mount up with wzrys as eagles; they

shall run, and not be wearq, and tﬁey shall walk, and not
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‘ ﬂ[[ Christians are commissioned by Almighty God

to be His witnesses (lights) in a spiritually dark-
ened world. Jesus proclaimed in Mattfiew 5:16, “Let
your light so shine Eefore men, that they may see your
© good works, and. glorify your father which is in
heaven.” In ‘Ephesians 1:22-23 the Apostle Paul de-
picts the New Testament church as one united body.
Jesus Christ is the head and believers are the various
members of the body. It is obvious that some peop[e
_are z{lwne[y called to ﬁl[[ or part-time ]05 zfescnp—
tions within the church structure or body. Others
deeply desire such career mvo[vement but stm&qﬁe in
_ finding an open door. for service. The  following words
are specm[[y directed to this searching, spmtua[{y hun-

grygroup-

FAITHFULNESS IN THE
VERY LITTLE THINGS

Jesus proclalmed in Luke 16: lO “He that is faithful . .

in that which is least z.sfaltﬁfu[a[so inmuch: and e that
is unjust in the least is unjust also in ‘much.” Here is a

supremely. important truth relative to promotion in the -,

Kingdom of God. In the famous parable -of the pounds
(Luke 19) believers-are exhorted to occupy; take ad-
- vantage of life's opportunities during this present church
~age. InLuke 19:17 Jesus links the giving of authority in
God's kingdom to a person's faithfulness in the seem-
ingly little things in life. This puts a daily focus upon
one's personal, mental, moral, and spiritual uprightness;
the testimony of a marriage; family relationships; one's
home; and personal appearance. Is there honesty and
integrity in a job situation, in finances, and business

dealings? Proverbs 25:28 says, “He that hath no ,ru'[e over

. his own spirit is (ike a bity that is broken down and with-

out walls.” This sorrowful reality is vividly portrayed in

"Proverbs.24:30-34, “I went by. the field of the slothful,

and by the vineyard of the man void of understanding; and,

" lo, it was allgrown over with thorns, and nettles had cov-
- ered the face thereof, and the stone wall thereof was bro-
ken down. Then I saw, and considered it well. I looked

upon it, and received instruction. Yet a little sleep, a little
stumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep. So shall thy

poverty come as.one that travelleth (as a person being
jobbed)...” Through Jesus Christ and the indwelling power

of the Holy Spirit betier things are expected of God's

-peopie.lA walk of obedience and faithfulness will then

see a fulfillment of Luke 16:11, arelease of the true riches
of God's kingdom. Our Lord fully comprehends the pres-
sures and degree of satanic attack against the lives of his

“servants. The timing and type of an open door is sover-

eignly in his hands.
- FOUNDED IN GOD’S WORD

Psalm138:2 declares that Almighty God magnifies his
Word above His name. This statement reveals the truth,
dignity, and.preeminence God puts upon the holy scrip-

- tures. Isaiah 40:8 declares, “The grass withereth, the flower

fadeth: but the word of our God shall stard for ever.” Jesus

. declared or proclaimed in Luke 21:33, ”7{eaver_1_amfeartﬁ

shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away.”

" Psalm 119 teaches us to love and cherish God’s precepts,
_ judgments, testimonies, and cc')mmandmenls,.' In defeat-
ing Satan's personal attack, Jesus spoke these words in -

Matthew 4:4, “...man shall not live by bread alone, but by
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” Here
was Job's testimony, “..I have esteemed the words of his
mouth more than my necessary food.” (Job 23:12). Our

Lord promises in Psalm 25 toreveal his ways and teach
the secrets of his cavenant to those who fear and rev-
erence him. It is absolutely essential to be properly
founded in God's Word. First Timothy 3:6 warns that
anovice will be taken advantage of by Satan. Second

- Timothy 2:15 says, ”Stuc{y to shew thyself approved unto

God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
t{lwtflrfg the word of truth.” There are many good pro-
grams of study available to hungry hearts. In II Timo-
thy 3:16-17 the Apostle Paul declares his great confi-
dence in biblical truth. “All scripture is given by inspi-
ration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousnéss: that the
man. of God may be perfei:t- (complete), iﬁrougﬁ[y Sfur-
nished unto all, good works.” Proverbs 13:13 makes this
summary statement, “Whoso despiseth the word shall
be destroyed: but he that feareth the commandment shall

be rewarded.”

HUMILITY

King Solomon stated an immensely important truth
in Proverbs 18:12 “...before honour is humility.” Hu-
mility involves a lowliness of spirit, the opposite of

~self exalting, satanic inspired haughtiness and pride.

Humility is a quality of spirlt essential to true
servanthood. Jesus Christ i is our ultimate role modél.
Philippians Chapter 2 says he yvas equal with God

_yet he made himself of no reputation. He took upon

himself the form of a servant and was made in the like-
ness of man. Then as a man he humbled himself and
was obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross. .
‘It was from this place of lowliness and submission that -
God raised him from the dead. He has now highly -

“exalted Jesus and given him a name above all others in

heaveri or earth or under the earth. Ephesians 1:21 tells
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